
BLUE VALLEY YACHT CLUB

REGULAR BOARD MEETING

March 7, 2005 at Ken Hay‘s house

Directors present: Bart Bartholomew, Wayne Martin, Ken Hays, Diane Barker, Tom Albright and Ned Gatewood

Directors absent:  Bob Mullen

Others present: None

Meeting called to order at 6:42 p.m. by Diane Barker

Wayne Martin moved and Ken Hays seconded that the February minutes be approved with no revisions.

REPORTS: 

VICE COMMODORE: Ken Hays reported that he and Bob Mullen have begun construction of the walkways for the dinghy dock; construction will continue at the spring work day.

REAR COMMODORE: Wayne Martin reported that he will prepare the mooring assignment sheet and forward it to the secretary for inclusion in the members’ handbook. 
TREASURER: Tom distributed a written report detailing the financial status of the club.  He also reported that he has contracted for porta-potty and trash service to begin on 1 April.  Tom also has received the official copies of the liability insurance policy that he will keep on file.

SECRETARY:  Bart Bartholomew explained the layout of an Excel spreadsheet on the current membership of the club.  He also reviewed suggested changes to the members’ handbook that he had received and got other input from board members present.  Bart will distribute the members’ handbooks at the spring banquet.   It was agreed by the board that Bart would not publish a newsletter in March.

RACE DIRECTOR: No report.  Bob Mullen was in Florida recuperating from surgery and follow-on complications. 

SOCIAL DIRECTOR:  Ned Gatewood reported that the spring banquet would be held in the Sedalia Church annex.  Jon Held will speak on his experiences during his recent cruise.  Ned will announce the banquet and take reservations via email.

COMMODORE:  Diane Barker reviewed the liability insurance coverage that Chris Ross will purchase to cover potential liability claims involving the scouts’ boats.  The insurance coverage is explained in attached message from Chris Ross to the board members.

OLD BUSINESS:  None

NEW BUSINESS:


CSSA Membership:  Wayne Martin moved and Bart Bartholomew seconded that the Club join CSSA provided that the annual membership not exceed $200.  The motion passed with one member, Ned Gatewood, voting ‘No.”


Work Day Task List:  


1.  Install plastic sheeting and other objects inside the shelter to deter nesting by barn swallows.  Needs:  plastic sheeting (Bart will provide); scissors, staple guns with staples; step ladders 



2.  Install “Wear Life Jacket” sign



3.  Paint:  gate, elevation numbers on boat ramp



4.  Reassemble and service both mowers



5.  Re-install the dock walkway and float the work barge
Adjournment:  Ned Gatewood moved and Ken Hays seconded that the meeting be adjourned at 8:24 p.m.

Submitted by secretary Bart Bartholomew

Attachment to February 2005 Minutes:

From: Chris Ross [mailto:Ross@vet.k-state.edu]
Sent: Friday, March 04, 2005 1:54 PM
To: dianeb@ksu.edu
Subject: Message for BVYC board
Dear Board members:
 
This has to do with the Sea Scout boat/liability insurance issue.  Sorry I can
t be there in person to discuss it.
 
It
s clear that the Boy Scout liability insurance doesn’t cover boats, cars, etc. that the individual units (the BVYC, in our case) own.  It has been almost impossible to find an insurance carrier who would cover the Sea Scout boats.  The people that I talked with seem to be most worried that if they take the 10-11 boats on, their coverage would potentially not be limited, that there would be more boats, or something.  They were also very disturbed by the thought that the Boy Scouts were involved, also for reasons of limitation of liability, I gathered.  The coverage that I did find was from a company that deals with sailing schools, and not only was it very expensive, but they would have required that certified sailing instructors be supervising activities.  This may very well be an advantageous thing, but it adds another layer of expense, trouble, and obligation that is a real problem.
 
The good news:  my personal homeowner’s liability agent says that I can be covered for $1M liability/$25K medical, for about an additional $14 per year, for all the boats.  We would need to transfer ownership from the BVYC to me, and ownership would pass from Sea Scout skipper to the next, as they change.  The registration and property tax information would also need to be transferred to whomever is the Sea Scout skipper.  To add to our insurance coverage, the Sea Scout unit is signing up this year for very inexpensive accident coverage plan.
 
The Sea Scouts would be responsible for paying taxes and registration on the boats, as always.  We would like for the BVYC to continue to provide room in the dinghy park for our boats.  To not take up an unnecessary amount of room, we’ll be continually reassessing our boat needs, and culling boats when we can.  Right now, we’re moving away from Sunfish, and trying to build a Flying Junior fleet.
 
Please consider this option.  As far as I know now, it’s the only one that gets us the insurance that we need, at a doable cost.  I don't see any downside for the BVYC, and it should make it very much easier for the BVYC to get their insurance coverage.  I still have to get permission from the parent’s committee of the Sea Scouts to go forward, and to double check with Henry that this is consistent with the original agreements that were made when the boats were  donated.
 
Please contact me if you have any questions.
 
Chris.
Chris R. Ross
Professor of Physiology
232 Coles Hall, 1600 Denison Ave.
office:  (785) 532-4507
lab:  (785) 532-4504
http://www.vet.ksu.edu/depts/ap/faculty/ross.htm
fax:  (785) 532-4557

